
Started here

https://www.floridas
upremecourt.org/Jus
tices/Former-
Justices/Justice-
George-W.-Macrae



https://twitter.com/TheFlaBar/status/949057855532838912



Dear Mr. Cutler, and everyone,

Claribel Jett came to the Florida Supreme Court Building to add her name to the painted portraits in the lower right corner of each of the four that she had created in 
1984 when Chief Justice Joseph Boyd commissioned the portraits. I never recorded the date of her visit, which was likely late 2006 or perhaps up to a year later (she 
died May 2, 2008). The portraits she created did not have an artist’s signature until then, years after they were painted and put on display at the court. 

She spoke to me about the Macrae portrait while she was in the act of painting her name on the justice portrait. Again, I did not record the conversation, so my 
memory of the event is all I can contribute. What I remember her saying was that she had never found any information about or image of him so she started by 
painting “an uncle” of hers and dressed the resulting figure in a fanciful costume. (I note that the clothing worn by the “Macrae” figure is not historically accurate.)

Ms. Jett was quite elderly and physically infirm. She had the help of another older woman named Iona Skuce, who handed her the tiny brush and held her elbow while 
Ms. Jett added her signature to each of the four paintings, Ms. Skuce reloading the brush with white paint frequently. I note that several of the signatures are now 
darkened to an off-white and the paint used may not have been artist’s oil paint or acrylic paint.

Claribel Jett was well-known in Tallahassee as a painter of historical scenes and also spent many years enhancing photographic portraits with oil paint when clients 
requested that.

Erik

Erik T. Robinson, Archivist
Supreme Court of Florida Library
500 South DuVal Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1925
Office: 850-414-8050
Fax: 850-922-5219

6/21/2021

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 12:11 PM
My memory for dates has been faulty in the matter of Claribel Jett. I could not have been working at the Florida 
Supreme Court (started there in 2005) when she died in 1987. Instead I had to have been working as a curator at 
the Museum of Florida History (started there in 1984). The portrait signing I have remembered would have had to 
have taken place in 1986 (not 2006) and I would have had prior knowledge that she was going to do that signing 
and gone across the street, from the museum to the court to meet her and her assistant, Ms. Skuce, for the 
event. My apologies for mixing up the dates. I have confidence in my memory of the event, however.
ERIK



https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/records/item/325719-historical-collections-of-
virginia-containing-a-collection-of-the-most-interesting-facts-tradition-biographical-sketches-
anecdotes-etc-relating-to-its-history-and-antiquitites-together-with-geographical-and-
statistical-description-to-w?viewer=1&offset=0#page=1&viewer=picture&o=&n=0&q= 



http://image.lva.
virginia.gov/LON
N/NN-
1/236/0525_052
8.pdf

Land survey for 
Allen Macrae in 
Prince William 
Va. 1753

Would be 
George’s 
grandfather. 



https://www.lva.virginia.gov/chancery/



November 1822
Macrae &c. vs Barnes
At Rules held in the Clerks Office of Prince William County Court for the month of 
November 1822.
John Macrae, Amelia A. Macrae, Frederick A. Chapman, and Mary W. his wife, Allan 
Macrae, John Robert Wallace and Elizabeth W. Macrae, James W. F. Macrae, Baily 
Washington Macrae, Eupran M. C. Macrae, & George Wallace Macrae, and Nathaniel 
C. Macrae by John Macrae their guardian complains against William Barnes defendant
The subpoena awarded in this case being returned executed on the defendant and 
three months since filing the bill and the service of the subpoena having elapsed and he 
still failing to file his answer the bill of the plaintiff is taken for confessed and the court 
will proceed at a future day to devise the matter thereof unless the said Defendant on or 
before the first day of the court next after he shall have been served with a copy of this 
order, shew cause to the contrary.
A Copy
Teste, P. D. Dawe C.C.
Executed 
–
Jno Tansill D.S. for Phil Alexander

Prince William County Clerk's Loose Papers Volume IV 
1811
https://studylib.net/doc/9064387/prince-william-county-
clerk-s-loose-papers-volume-iv-1811

1822



http://pwcvirginia.co
m/documents/JamesP
leasantsJr.pdf



http://www.pwcvirginia.co
m/documents/JamesPleas
antsJr.pdf

Clearly an attorney!! 



https://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html

Washington DC National Intelligencer 1823-
1825 - 0471.pdf

1824



http://www.pwcvirginia.com/doc
uments/JamesPleasantsJr.pdf



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.g
ov/lccn/sn85025006/1825-05-
26/ed-1/seq-
2/#date1=1800&sort=relevance
&rows=50&words=George+Mac
rae+W&searchType=basic&sequ
ence=0&index=9&state=&date2
=1860&proxtext=%22george+w.
+macrae%22&y=18&x=12&date
FilterType=yearRange&page=1

Phenix gazette. 
[volume] (Alexandria 
[D.C.]), May 26, 
1825, Image 2

In the same paper 
right below 
Macrae’s article



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
/lccn/sn83045110/1825-04-
12/ed-1/seq-
3/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&
rows=50&words=George+Macrae
+W&searchType=basic&sequence
=0&index=39&state=&date2=186
0&proxtext=%22george+w.+macr
ae%22&y=18&x=12&dateFilterTy
pe=yearRange&page=1

Constitutional Whig. 
[volume] (Richmond, Va.), 
April 12, 1825, Image 3



https://www.pwcvabooks.com/doc
uments/Gov.JohnTylerJr.pdf

April 1826 

10th President John Tyler 
served as the 23rd Gov. of 
Va. In office December 10, 
1825 – March 4, 1827



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn
84024735/1826-08-22/ed-1/seq-
4/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&rows=50
&words=George+Macrae+W&searchType=
basic&sequence=0&index=46&state=&dat
e2=1860&proxtext=%22george+w.+macra
e%22&y=18&x=12&dateFilterType=yearRa
nge&page=1

Richmond enquirer. [volume] 
(Richmond, Va.), August 22, 
1826, Image 4



1827

https://www.pwcvabooks.com/d
ocuments/Gov.JohnTylerJr.pdf

http://www.pwcvirginia.co
m/documents/Gov.W.B.Gil
es.pdf



1827

http://www.pwcvirginia.com/do
cuments/Gov.W.B.Giles.pdf



Brentsville, April 12th, 1828



Side note: John Macrae purchases historic home 
called Effingham from Lawrence Alexander. See 
https://eservice.pwcgov.org/library/digitallibrary/
hsdw/E_Folder/Effingham76-6/pdfs/Effingham76-
6SurvA.pdf

1828

Effingham Manor
This well cared for Tidewater-style plantation house was built in the late 1700s by 
William Alexander, a great-grandson of John Alexander, for whom Alexandria is named. 
Effingham’s smokehouse, slave quarters, a very early terraced garden, and a 
blacksmith shop remain. The house has outstanding interior woodwork. The historic 
buildings on the property were restored by Dr. Eng of Cleveland, Ohio, who used 
Effingham as a summer home.
In 2008 the land surrounding the Effingham house was significantly reduced from 494 
acres to 13 acres as part of a subdivision of the property and development for single-
family dwellings.
In Dec. 2015 Effingham was sold with plans to turn Effingham into a winery with an 
opening date in summer 2016. www.effinghammanor.com
National Registry of Historical Places Report (1989)
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission Report (1981)

https://historicprincewilliam.org/county-history/structures/effingham.html
https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/076-0006_Effingham_1989-
_Final_NR_Nomination.pdf





https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn
/sn83045110/1828-08-23/ed-1/seq-
3/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&rows=
50&words=George+Macrae+W&search
Type=basic&sequence=0&index=36&st
ate=&date2=1860&proxtext=%22georg
e+w.+macrae%22&y=18&x=12&dateFil
terType=yearRange&page=1

George Wallace Macrae, Esq. 

Constitutional Whig. [volume] 
(Richmond, Va.), August 23, 
1828, Image 3



Same paper

https://chroniclingamerica.lo
c.gov/lccn/sn85025006/1828
-08-20/ed-1/seq-
3/#date1=1800&sort=releva
nce&rows=50&words=Georg
e+Macrae+W&searchType=b
asic&sequence=0&index=32
&state=&date2=1860&proxt
ext=%22george+w.+macrae%
22&y=18&x=12&dateFilterTy
pe=yearRange&page=1

Phenix gazette. 
[volume] 
(Alexandria [D.C.]), 
August 20, 1828, 
Image 3



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
lccn/sn84024735/1829-03-10/ed-
1/seq-
3/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&r
ows=50&words=George+Macrae+
W&searchType=basic&sequence=0
&index=8&state=&date2=1860&pr
oxtext=%22george+w.+macrae%22
&y=18&x=12&dateFilterType=year
Range&page=1 

Richmond enquirer. [volume] 
(Richmond, Va.), March 10, 
1829, Image 3



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn
/sn85026767/1829-03-11/ed-1/seq-
2/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&rows=
50&words=George+Macrae+W&search
Type=basic&sequence=0&index=40&st
ate=&date2=1860&proxtext=%22georg
e+w.+macrae%22&y=18&x=12&dateFil
terType=yearRange&page=1

Daily Richmond Whig. [volume] 
(Richmond, Va.), March 11, 1829, 
Image 2



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn8
5026767/1829-11-13/ed-1/seq-
2/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&rows=50
&words=George+Macrae+W&searchType=
basic&sequence=0&index=37&state=&date
2=1860&proxtext=%22george+w.+macrae
%22&y=18&x=12&dateFilterType=yearRan
ge&page=1

Daily Richmond Whig. [volume] 
(Richmond, Va.), November 13, 
1829, Image 2

Macrae linked to Dade family is it 
the same as Judge Wm. A. G 
Dade?



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn
/sn85025006/1829-04-08/ed-1/seq-
3/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&rows
=50&words=GEORGE+MACRAE+W&se
archType=basic&sequence=0&index=1
3&state=&date2=1860&proxtext=%22g
eorge+w.+macrae%22&y=18&x=12&da
teFilterType=yearRange&page=1

Phenix gazette. [volume] 
(Alexandria [D.C.]), April 
08, 1829, Image 3



Guide to African American Manuscripts In the Collection of the 
Virginia Historical Society 
https://virginiahistory.org/sites/default/files/uploads/AAG.pdf

Charles City County, records, 1642–1842. 77 items. 
Mss3C3807a. Manuscript records removed from the 
courthouse of Charles City County in 1862 by the father of 
Arthur G. Fuller, who served as an officer in the United States 
Army. Included 41 in the records are affidavits, appraisals, 
bonds, complaints, deeds, indentures, inventories, judgments, 
marriage bonds, fragments of order books, petitions, receipts, 
and wills from Charles City County. Include a 1693 affidavit of 
Dudley Digges and others in Warwick County to Governor Sir 
Edmund Andros concerning the imprisonment of the slave 
Frank for questioning concerning a slave uprising (item a57); a 
1780 receipt issued by Samuel Wills of Warwick County to 
Matthew Wills for the sale of two women slaves (a72); and an 
1831 bond of George W. Macrae covering the hire of the slave 
Clary and her child (a22).

Could this be the 
Judge? 1831





Memorandum. It is agreed and bargained between James Fewell (spelling?) and George Macrae that (D?) Macrae shall 
have & hire from (D?) Fewell? negro woman Clary and child for this present year 1831; that said Macrae to pay eight dollars 
to sd. Fewell (five dollars down, the receipt aware of is here by acknowledged, they balance at expiration of the year) and 
to furnish her and child the customary clothing, for such hiring, and their board. But if, and so long as sd. Clary and child
remain at sd. Fewell’s Blacksmith shop, sd. Fewell is to furnish the board of sd. Clary & child in consideration of her washing 
and cooking for his blacksmith and ?? In witness whereof the parties aforesaid have a fixed and here to set their hands and 
seals this 15th day of January 1831. 



•Richmond Enquirer (Richmond, Virginia)
•02 Nov 1832, Fri
•Page 3

•Is this him? Same Fewell name!!

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov
/search/pages/results/?state=&da
te1=1800&date2=1860&proxtext=
%22george+w.+macrae%22&x=12
&y=18&dateFilterType=yearRange
&rows=50&searchType=basic&sor
t=relevance



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn850250
06/1833-06-22/ed-1/seq-
3/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&rows=50&words
=GEORGE+George+MACRAE+Macrae+W&searchT
ype=basic&sequence=0&index=0&state=&date2=
1860&proxtext=%22george+w.+macrae%22&y=18
&x=12&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1 

Phenix gazette. [volume] 
(Alexandria [D.C.]), June 22, 
1833, Image 3



Prince William County Clerk's Loose Papers Volume IV 
1811

https://studylib.net/doc/9064387/prince-william-county-
clerk-s-loose-papers-volume-iv-1811



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn8502
5007/1836-11-28/ed-1/seq-
3/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&rows=50&wor
ds=GEORGE+MACRAE+W&searchType=basic&s
equence=0&index=10&state=&date2=1860&pr
oxtext=%22george+w.+macrae%22&y=18&x=12
&dateFilterType=yearRange&page=1

Alexandria gazette. 
[volume] (Alexandria, 
D.C.), November 28, 1836, 
Image 3



https://eservice.pwcgov.org/library/di
gitallibrary/PDF/PWC%20Slave%20&%
20Free%20Negro%20Records%20175
2-1865.pdf

Attorney assigned to prisoner George 
Macrae

1836



Alexandria gazette. 
[volume] (Alexandria, 
D.C.), August 07, 1837, 
Image 3

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn
/sn85025007/1837-08-07/ed-1/seq-
3/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&rows
=50&words=GEORGE+MACRAE+W&se
archType=basic&sequence=0&index=2
4&state=&date2=1860&proxtext=%22
george+w.+macrae%22&y=18&x=12&d
ateFilterType=yearRange&page=1



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lcc
n/sn85025007/1839-03-12/ed-1/seq-
2/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&rows
=50&words=George+Macrae+W&sear
chType=basic&sequence=0&index=30
&state=&date2=1860&proxtext=%22g
eorge+w.+macrae%22&y=18&x=12&d
ateFilterType=yearRange&page=1

Alexandria gazette. 
[volume] (Alexandria, D.C.), 
March 12, 1839, Image 2



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/l
ccn/sn84024735/1839-03-21/ed-
1/seq-
2/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&ro
ws=50&words=George+Macrae+W&
searchType=basic&sequence=0&ind
ex=41&state=&date2=1860&proxtex
t=%22george+w.+macrae%22&y=18
&x=12&dateFilterType=yearRange&
page=1

Richmond enquirer. 
[volume] (Richmond, 
Va.), March 21, 1839, 
Image 2



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lc
cn/sn85025007/1840-03-11/ed-
1/seq-
3/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&row
s=50&words=GEORGE+MACRAE+W&
searchType=basic&sequence=0&inde
x=25&state=&date2=1860&proxtext=
%22george+w.+macrae%22&y=18&x
=12&dateFilterType=yearRange&pag
e=1

Alexandria gazette. 
[volume] 
(Alexandria, D.C.), 
March 11, 1840, 
Image 3



Library of Congress Newspaper database. It appears that he 
was member of the democratic meeting in 1840 in Virginia 
before the presidential election.

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84024719/1840-09-
17/ed-1/seq-
2/#date1=1840&index=19&rows=20&words=George+Macrae&
searchType=basic&sequence=0&state=&date2=1845&proxtext
=George+Macrae&y=10&x=14&dateFilterType=yearRange&pag
e=1

“My hunch is that Macrae was a Virginian. Tyler of course was 
a Virginian and he was continually favoring applicants with 
Virginia ties. One clue to Macrae’s background was that it will 
be recalled that Tyler was a “state’s rights” Whig, which in a 
sense is a contradiction in terms. (Remember he was put on 
the ticket with W. H. Harrison because of criticism of Jackson 
during the secession crisis. Tyler was eventually written out of 
the Whig Party after falling out with Henry Clay) This may be 
why there was uncertainty about Macrae’s political affiliation at 
the time as Manley and Brown’s book states on p. 127.” 

Mike Denham •Staunton spectator, and general advertiser. [volume] (Staunton, Va.), 17 Sept. 
1840. Chronicling America: Historic American Newspapers. Lib. of Congress. 
<https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84024719/1840-09-17/ed-1/seq-2/>



Only George W. Macrae 
that comes up with that 
spelling in 1840 US Census 
recs. Is this him? Was he 
from VA? How can he be 
the District atty in FL and 
be in VA around the same 
dates? 



•Richmond Enquirer (Richmond, Virginia)
•01 Feb 1842, Tue
•Page 1

1



2



https://www.archives.gov/files/research/microfilm/m687.pdf

MacRae, George W., July 28, 1842 (1).

Dear Mr. Cutler. Thank you for your e-mail. I have been away and only now am able to answer 
your e-mail. I’m afraid I can’t be much help to your search for more information on George W. 
Macrae. My hunch is that Breana referred you to me because of my study of crime and 
punishment in Florida , A Rogue’s Paradise, and because of my research on U. S. Attorney 
William A. McRea, who was murdered in Key West in 1829. As far as I know George Macrea
(spelled differently) is not related to McRea. George Macrae is indeed a shadowy figure. His 
background is unknown as it was to me when I wrote Rogue’s Paradise. I looked up Macrea’s
U. S. attorney commission by President John Tyler in the Territorial Papers, p. 526, vol. 26 and 
there is no statement as to his native state. (Usually this is included in the commission).

The ”go to” source for information on the Florida Supreme Court (which I am sure you are 
already aware of is Manley and Brown, The Florida Court of Florida and Its Predecessor Courts, 
1821-1917.) There is a good bio sketch of Macrea, using available sources at that time on 
pages 127-31. The passage does an excellent job of integrating Macrea into the political-
judicial milieu of the time. Of course this study was done before access to many of the online 
newspapers and genealogy sources that are available now.

There is a source that may turn up some answers to Macrae’s background:

National Archives Record Group 59: Records of the Department of State.
Letters of Application and Recommendation During the Administrations of Martin Van 
Buren, William Henry Harrison and John Tyler, 1837-1845. Microfilm Publication M-687.

I have used this source from time to time. It is pretty well indexed and contains the original 
correspondence of applicants and recommendation to federal positions including U. S. 
attorneys and judgeships. There is often some interesting information on applicants and 
contained in these. Of course, this is microfilm collection but there is a possibility some of the 
reels are available online.

Mike Denham Saturday, June 19, 2021 4:41 PM



•The Baltimore Sun (Baltimore, Maryland)
•29 Aug 1842, Mon
•Page 4



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
lccn/sn82015015/1842-08-30/ed-
1/seq-
1/#date1=1800&sort=relevance&r
ows=50&words=George+Macrae+
W&searchType=basic&sequence=0
&index=22&state=&date2=1860&p
roxtext=%22george+w.+macrae%2
2&y=18&x=12&dateFilterType=yea
rRange&page=1

The Madisonian. [volume] 
(Washington City [i.e. 
Washington, D.C.]), 
August 30, 1842, Image 1



A sketch of the history of Key West,
by Walter C. Maloney. An address delivered at the 
dedication of the new city hall, July 4, 1876, at the 
request of the common council of the city.

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/009610157



A Sketch of the History of Key West
By Walter C. Maloney · 1876

https://www.google.com/books/edition/A_Sketch_of_the_History_o
f_Key_West/BlQvAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0



Virginia Gazette & Agricultural Repository 17 
Nov 1791 TAKE NOTICE – So many trespasses 
have lately been committed and such 
inconveniences arise daily from the numbers 
who frequent my fields that I am constrained 
thus publicly to forewarn all persons from 
hunting with either dog or gun, or coming within 
the enclosures. A recourse to law I should regret, 
but from many losses must seek redress that 
way, without due notice is taken of this 
advertisement. John Macrae Orange-Field, 
October 13, 1791 

https://www.pwcvirgi
nia.com/documents/
1ORANGE-FIELD.pdf







letter written by George W. Macrae dated December 23, 1842 
in Box 18 of the series: Letters Received, U. S. Attorneys, Clerks 
Of Courts & Marshals, 1801-1898; Entry PI-171 42; Records of 
the Solicitor of the Treasury, Record Group 206

December 23, 1842 



[Documents relating to the foreign relations of ... v. 27 
(1844).
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=nyp.3343308179
5894&view=1up&seq=44&q1=macrae





District atty for the Southern 
District of Florida 1843 

An Account of the Receipts 
and Expenditures of the US 
half cal year ending 30th June 
1843. 

see: 
https://www.govinfo.gov/cont
ent/pkg/GOVPUB-T-
35651cddb2d273e435c0cc6a6
914e1b4/pdf/GOVPUB-T-
35651cddb2d273e435c0cc6a6
914e1b4.pdf



https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_United_States_Al
manac/ZoUTAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=%22%20macrae%
22

1845



EXTREMELY RARE COPY OF “JOURNAL OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF A 
CONVENTION OF DELEGATES TO FORM A CONSTITUTION FOR THE PEOPLE 
OF FLORIDA”, FIRST PRINTING OF FLORIDA CONSTITUTION, ST JOSEPH, 
FLORIDA, 1839.
[FLORIDA TERRITORY] Journal of the Proceedings of a Convention of Delegates to 
form a Constitution for the People of Florida, held at St. Joseph, December 1838 
bound with Constitution, or Form of Government for the People of Florida. St. 
Joseph: printed at the “Times” office, 1839. First edition. Original three-quarter 
leather, gilted edge spine markings over blue boards with ink inscription on cover 
“For the Use of the President of the Senate / Executive Office”. Inside front board 
has large presentation in pencil “G W MacRae to S R Mallory, 1845”. George W. 
MacRae was President of the Florida Territorial Senate. Stephen R. Mallory was the 
U.S. Attorney in the Southern District of Florida at the time of Florida statehood in 
1845 when book was presented. Mallory, of course, went on to be Senator from 
Florida from 1850 until secession in 1861 and was soon appointed Confederate 
Secretary of the Navy. First edition of the first constitution of Florida, present here 
with the proceedings of the convention that took place in December 1838 in the 
Panhandle town of St. Joseph. An extremely rare work, only two copies have been 
sold at auction that we can find and only 12 copies found in institutions. Parke-
Bernet auction sold copy from the Eberstadt Collection, 1967, and most recently a 
trimmed copy sold at Doyle’s April 15, 2015 as Lot 94 for $12,500 including 
commission. Here’s an opportunity to find an ultra rare early Florida imprint not 
listed in Howe’s, Sabin #24870. SIZE: 9-7/8″ x 6-3/8″, 120; Constitution 20 pp. 
PROVENANCE: Direct descent from Stephen R. Mallory. CONDITION: Bindings worn 
with leather corners mostly gone, end-papers are original, foxed and damp-
stained, especially dark on the first and last pages. Boards are sound and solid with 
some warpage, scuffing and staining as can be seen in photos. 51416-3 (8,000-
12,000) – Lot 2040

https://www.morphyauctions.com/jamesdjulia/item/2040-
398/



https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF0007
3406/00006/1

Jan. 1845 
President of the 
Senate 



https://ufdc.ufl.edu/AA
00004277/00001/92?s
earch=macrae

Dec. 11, 1845, FL. Senate 
debates and elects Judge 
of the Southern Circuit. 
Macrae is in the mix but 
his nomination is 
ultimately withdrawn. 
Note that Broward was 
one of the voters.



Key West,
the old and the new,

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/R
ecord/001264086

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/ls
?field1=ocr;q1=%22George%20w.
%20Macrae%22;a=srchls;lmt=ft&f
acet=bothPublishDateRange:%22
1845%22

For more references



1845 assumed the role of Circuit 
Judge AND therefore Sup Ct 
Justice as well.

From Memoirs of Florida by Rerick
1902



Pensacola gazette ( August 
2, 1845 )

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00086
629/00926/2x?search=g.w.+

macrae



https://niagarafallsmuseu
ms.ca/discover-our-
history/barnett-guest-
register/40624/macrae-
george-wallace

George Wallace Macrae 
Sept 29, 1845 visit to 
Niagara Falls indicates 
residence as South Florida, 
US.



March 1846 
resignation 
letter as 
attorney for US 
Southern 
District

Box 7 of the series: Letters of Resignation and 
Declination of Federal Office, 1789-1974; Entry 
767; General Records of the Department of 
State, Record Group 59 and located the file on 
George W. Macrae



May 1846

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF000799
27/00451/3x?search=macrae



News Article
Southern Journal

Tuesday, Nov 24, 1846
Tallahassee, FL

Page:3



https://www.google.com/books/ed
ition/Cases_Adjudicated/iQYsAQAA
MAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22geor
ge+w.+macrae%22&pg=RA2-
PR3&printsec=frontcover



The Florida news ( March 20, 
1846 )

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF000544
83/00189/2x?search=george+

w.+macrae



The Floridian ( August 1, 1846 )

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/
UF00079927/00461/
4x?search=macrae



The Honorable Joseph 
A. Boyd Jr. and Randall 
Reder, A History of the 
Florida Supreme 
Court, 35 U. Miami L. 
Rev. 1019 (1981) 
Available at: 
https://repository.law.
miami.edu/umlr/vol35
/iss5/7



1847

https://www.masonic
lib.com/images/imag
es0/553353422728.p
df



•Pensacola Gazette (Pensacola, Florida)
•23 Jan 1847, Sat
•Page 2



Southern Journal
Tuesday, Jan 05, 1847

Tallahassee, FL
Page:2



Jan. 1847 

case cont’s for 
several pages

Cases Argued and 
Adjudged in the Supreme 
Court of Florida. United 
States, n.p, 1848.

https://www.google.com/
books/edition/Cases_Argu
ed_and_Adjudged_in_the
_Supreme/pXgDAAAAQAA
J?hl=en&gbpv=0



https://flgyr.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018
/04/Grand_Chapter_R
AM-18471848.pdf

Multiple references to 
him in his capacity as 
an officer. NO bio info. 

1847-48



The Floridian ( June 26, 1847 )
https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00079927
/00502/2x?search=g.w.+macrae



Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents for Pleading and Practice at Common Law, in Equity, 
and Under the Various Codes and Practice Acts
Volume 11
1900

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Encyclopaedia_of_Forms_and_Precedents_fo/Fzg1AQ
AAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0

Dec. 1847

Encyclopaedia of Forms and Precedents for Pleading and 
Practice at Common Law, in Equity, and Under the Various 
Codes and Practice Acts. United States, J. Cockroft, 1900.



Ocala Argus ( March 25, 1848 )

https://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00048641
/00003/7x?search=geo.+w.+mac

rae



Friday, Dec 31, 1847
Jacksonville, FL

Page:3



Grand Scribe 
1847 according to 
the York Rite of 
Freemasonry of 
Florida 1944. * 
indicates 
deceased.  

https://flgyr.org/
wp-
content/uploads/
2019/proceedings
/Grand%20Chapt
er%20Proceeding
s%201944.pdf



https://www.google.com/books/edition/Proce
edings_of_the_Grand_Lodge/yV9HAAAAYAAJ?
hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22george+w.+macrae%2
2&pg=PA255&printsec=frontcover



Proceedings of the Grand Lodge ...
Of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Florida
By Freemasons. Grand Lodge of Florida, Thomas Brown (governor of Florida.), James Anderson · 1859

This page 
-Same 
book 
earlier 
date <-



https://www.google.com/books/editi
on/The_Argonauts_of_California/-
M4BAAAAMAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq
=macrae

p.449

1849



For Easterners, sailing to the gold fields 
was a dangerous and stormy voyage that 
lasted five to seven months. Vessels 
sailed around Cape Horn at the southern 
tip of South America, some 14,000 miles 
in all. Wealthier travelers could save 
months by boarding steamships for 
Panama. There they crossed through 
tropical jungles to the Pacific Coast to 
catch ships bound north for San 
Francisco.

https://americanhistory.si.edu/onthewater/
exhibition/2_4.html

For more on the routes:

http://www.swanet.org/twitter/c
apehornroute.pdf



https://www.ctexplored.org/horace-wells-inventor-of-the-
improved-shower-bath/

On board the ship with Macrae, Gilbert Hills.



https://www.familysearch.
org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-
V3DB-
26HQ?cc=3754697&person
aUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903
%2F1%3A1%3A6ZQQ-7QN7

Did he become a ‘49er??



https://www.google.com/b
ooks/edition/California_Im
prints/r4ZD9WtLuccC?hl=e
n&gbpv=1&dq=california+
%22geo.+w.++macrae%22
&pg=PA26&printsec=frontc
over

The W. Bartlett that is associated with Macrae is a 
fairly significant person in our local history: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Allon_Bartl
ett

Tom Carey, Librarian/Archivist
San Francisco History Center
San Francisco Public Library
100 Larkin Street
San Francisco, CA 94102
415-557-4565
thomas.carey@sfpl.org



Historical Perspective on Government and Law from California as I Saw It: First-Person Narratives of California's Early Years, 1849 to 1900

It was August 1848 before the United States Senate ratified the treaty ending the Mexican War and recognizing the transfer of California to American hands. Local Army
commanders, "Forty-eighters," and Hispanic rancheros all waited anxiously for details of the form of territorial government California would enjoy. When no news arrived,
local residents took matters in their own hands, with mass meetings as early as December 1848 debating California's political future. As tens of thousands of "Forty-
Niners" joined the rush, the need became more pressing. Congress and the President did nothing, and in September 1849, forty-eight delegates met in Monterey to draw
up a state constitution. The document was closely modeled on the constitutions of Iowa and New York, the home states of many members of the convention, and it made
California a "free" state from which slavery would be excluded. The frame of government was ratified by popular vote on November 13, and state officials were chosen
the same day. While Eastern Congressmen and Representatives argued over whether and how to admit this new free state, Californians got on with the business of
finding gold and making money.

In the mining camps, the miners themselves were responsible for local affairs. In only a few years, they worked out rules governing the discovery and exploitation of
mineral resources that were later incorporated into state and federal statutes. As for criminal law, miners and local townspeople were equally efficient in dealing out their
own form of justice. As towns sprang up near the camps, newly appointed officials were appointed to impose order.

Back East, established forces of morality and order like the major Protestant churches were concerned about the society to which the states of the Atlantic seaboard and
Midwest were sending their young men and women. Sensing that California would be in desperate need of moral guidance, "home mission" boards of these churches
sent clergyman west to minister to the souls of miners, saloonkeepers, peddlers, and merchants in California's booming towns and cities and isolated mining camps.
Finally, on September 9, 1850, President Fillmore signed the bill that gave California statehood. However, state government did not automatically bring law and order to
California. In San Francisco, local citizens became so impatient with the inability or unwillingness of local officers to enforce the law that they formed a "Vigilance
Committee" in 1851. By the time that the committee disbanded at the end of September, they had hanged four men, handed fifteen over to the police for trials, and
whipped or deported twenty-nine more. The San Francisco experience inspired vigilance committees in other towns and mining camps. The apparent reforms brought by
the 1851 San Francisco vigilantes were short-lived, and when the city's marshals and one of its newspaper editors were shot down in 1856, the second San Francisco
Vigilance Committee was formed, this time even seizing arms from the local state militia.

https://www.loc.gov/collections/california-first-person-narratives/articles-and-essays/early-
california-history/government-and-law/



•The Times-Picayune (New 
Orleans, Louisiana)
•10 Mar 1850, Sun
•Page 4
•https://www.newspapers.com/imag
e/26131171/?terms=%22journal%2
0of%20commerce%20and%20daily
%20bulletin%22&match=1



•The Knoxville 
Register (Knoxville, 
Tennessee)
•27 Mar 1850, Wed
•Page 2
•https://www.newspapers.com
/image/586554598/?terms=%
22journal%20of%20commerc
e%20and%20daily%20bulletin
%22&match=1



•The Buffalo Daily Republic (Buffalo, New York)
•11 May 1850, Sat
•Page 3
•https://www.newspapers.com/image/254817717/?terms=%22journal%20of%20comme
rce%20and%20daily%20bulletin%22&match=1



•Buffalo Weekly Republic (Buffalo, New York)
•04 Jun 1850, Tue
•Page 5

https://www.newspapers.com/image/?clipping_id=13776075&
fcfToken=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCJ9.eyJmcmVlLXZp
ZXctaWQiOjI1NDUyODY2MiwiaWF0IjoxNjIzOTU3MTk2LCJleHAi
OjE2MjQwNDM1OTZ9.pdh1NVRKWsrwvEtnVgliRP4PBkiEX-K-P-
VPW6jY_g4



False 
Leads?!



Oakland city directory, Directories for 1869, 1871/2, 1874-80, 
1883.

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QHV-J3DB-NT9?i=3&cc=3754697

NOT our guy this is the Canadian b. 1846!!



•Oakland Tribune (Oakland, California)
•23 Jun 1921, Thu
•Page 17

If he was a young Justice in 
1845, meaning he was in his 
20’s, that means this guy 
would have been in his late 
80’s or early 90’s when he 
died. IF it’s our guy. 

NOT him! This guy was b. 
10/8/1846 in Canada. 

https://www.ancestry.com/fa
mily-
tree/person/tree/106684523/
person/132218459243/facts?_
phsrc=SxO132&_phstart=succe
ssSource



1859

Is this Judge GW Macrae. I think 
it’s another false lead.

Butte County is a county in northern California. In the 
2010 census, the population was 220,000. The county 
seat is Oroville. Butte County comprises the Chico, 
CA Metropolitan Statistical Area. It is in the California 
Central Valley, north of the state capital of 
Sacramento.



1869

Is this Judge 
GW Macrae?



 Chico Enterprise (Chico, California)
 16 Jan 1880, Fri
 Page 3

1880

NOT G.W. Macrae. 
Are there two 
Judge Macraes? 
Both in SF at the 
same time frame?







Revisiting 
Virginia. 
This could 
be him!



1840 United States Federal Census
for Geo W Macrae
Virginia, Prince William, Eastern District

Lucien Dade!.



https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/131674216
/george-wallace-macrae

WALLACE – the name comes up in an early article 
1828 as a match to our attorney from Prince 
William, VA and was his mother’s maiden name. 
Taking a maiden name as a middle name was NOT 
an uncommon practice.

Is this the same Dade 
family that George had a 
relationship with in the 
Courts of Virginia back in 
1820s? 



Church Hill, Christian County, Kentucky, USA

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/2544710/dade-
family-cemetery

Corresponding census for them in 1860 lists B.W. and 
Champe as Farmers. Is this the right guy!! He was born 
in Va! The fact that two other Macraes are buried there 
does not mean they were his wife and child.



1860

They are living together but not sure if they are a 
parent/child unit. All born in Va which is consistent. Is that 
G.W. or B. W. Macrae? 



https://www.google.com/books/edition/Th
e_National_Cyclopaedia_of_American_Bio/
nl8oAAAAYAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=%22geo
rge+w.+Macrae+was+tutored+in+schools%2
2&pg=PA497&printsec=frontcover

Bailey Washington Macrae was 
George’s brother so this would be his 
nephew.



Apparently tried to become a Chief 
Justice of the Superior Court for San 
Francisco. Friday April 5th, 1850. 

https://archive.org/details/jourofl00ca
li/page/n7/mode/2up?q=macrae

TIME PERSPECTIVE:

On February 2, 1848, the far-flung province of 
California, long the outpost of Spanish advance 
on the Pacific, passed into the bands of the 
United States. The story is known to all. It is not 
necessary to recount the forces which brought 
this about. 

FIRST LEGISLATURE CONVENES Thus was brought 
into being the First California Legislature. The day 
appointed for convening was Saturday, 
December 15, 1849, and the place chosen was 
San Jose. That winter was an unusually wet one, 
with a rainfall upward of 36 inches for the 
season. Compare this with our present average 
of 14 inches. The rains began on the night of 
October 28th, and by the 15th of December, the 
roads were so muddy that not enough 
Legislators were able to reach San Jose by that 
first day. The following Monday, however, 
December 17th, a quorum had arrived and the 
Legislature officially convened. 

See 
https://digitalcommons.law.ggu.edu/cgi/viewcon
tent.cgi?article=1236&context=caldocs_senate





https://archive.org/details/p
roceedingsofmwg185054fre
/page/228/mode/2up?q=m
acrae

1850



Makes sense that he would join the CA 
Masons since he was so involved in FL.





Daily Alta California, Volume 2, Number 105, 24 March 
1851

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=DAC18510324.2.16.5&srpos
=6&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22geo+.w.+macrae%22--
-----1

Daily Alta California, Volume 2, Number 106, 25 March 
1851

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=DAC18510325.2.15.5&srpos
=7&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22geo+.w.+macrae%22--
-----1



Daily Alta California, Volume 2, Number 110, 29 March 
1851

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=DAC18510329.2.17.4&srpos
=5&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22geo+.w.+macrae%22--
-----1



https://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html

New York Times 18 Nov 1851. p.3

https://nationalheritagemuseum.typepad.com/library_
and_archives/sons-of-temperance/

Grand Divisions of the Sons of Temperance were 
established in California by 1853 according to 
the Sacramento Daily Union.

The 1849 Gold Rush in California made the state 
ripe for raucous behavior and insobriety. Miners, 
similar to soldiers and sailors on leave, often led 
solitary lives seeking riches and frequently ended up 
in taverns, hotels, and gambling palaces or tents, all 
of which served alcohol.
Various temperance movements emerged as a result 
of the Gold Rush in California. The Sons of 
Temperance was one of these 
organizations. Scholar Ralph Mann suggests that the 
Sons of Temperance offered men a rich symbolic 
haven outside the home and an alternative 
masculine image. In 1855, when Alexander was a 
member, this fraternal group supported a state bill on 
the total prohibition of alcohol. The law did not get 
passed, but the influence of this organization was 
clear.



Nevada Journal, Volume 2, Number 25, 8 October 1852

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=NJNC18521008.2.9.5&e=----
---en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22geo+.w.+macrae%22-------1



George W. Macrae was a founding member of Madison Lodge 
No. 23, located in Grass Valley, California. He seems to have 
been a member for only the year 1853 as his name drops off 
the rosters for the lodge in subsequent years. 

Sometime in May 1848 the Grand Master of Indiana issued a 
Dispensation for a " Travelling Lodge for California to be known 
as Sierra Nevada Lodge." The members of this proposed Lodge 
were residents of La Fayette, Indiana . They opened their Lodge 
at Centerville, now Grass Valley, California, in 1849, and there 
the Lodge continued in active operation until May 1852. It was 
then transferred to California obedience with the name of 
Madison Lodge, No . 23, and as such it is still Working. See 
GOULD'S HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY THROUGHOUT THE 
WORLD VOLUME V. (Chapter on California.)

http://www.cedarcitylodge.org/books/Gould%20-
%20History%20of%20Freemasonry%20Throughout%20the%20
World%20Vol.%205%20(1887)%20(627%20pgs).pdf p.58



Daily Alta California, Volume 5, Number 237, 27 August 
1854

https://cdnc.ucr.edu/?a=d&d=DAC18540827.2.7&srpos=1
&e=-------en--20--1--txt-txIN-%22geo+.w.+macrae%22------
-1

Same article also appears in the Daily Alta California, 
Volume 5, Number 242, 1 September 1854



Proof that he did 
move to California!!!!





 https://forgottenbooks.com/it/download/LecountandStrongsSanF
ranciscoCityDirectoryfortheYear1854_10434424.pdf



https://www.google.com/books/edition/LeCount_and_Strong_
s_City_Directory_of_S/zshQAQAAIAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&bsq=ma
crae

LeCount and Strong's City Directory of San Francisco
1854



https://archive.org/details/col
villessanfran1856colv/page/n1
9/mode/2up?q=macrae

By 1856 Heslep is still there 
but Macrae is not in this book. 



https://archive.org/details/san
franciscocity1856harr/page/n
15/mode/2up?q=macrae

1856 the partnership must 
have broken up. 



https://archive.org/details/san
franciscodire1858lang/page/8
/mode/2up?q=macrae

1858

He does not appear in same 
directory in 1859, 60, 61, 62, 
63, 64, or 65. Did he die or 
move? 



Practicing Law in Frontier California
By Gordon Morris Bakken · 2006

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Pra
cticing_Law_in_Frontier_California/WErvz-
GK-50C?hl=en&gbpv=0



1858 Geo. W. Macrae death 
record occup. Lawyer- single 
age 54 died Mar. 6th

https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&dbid=1222&h=471639&tid=174179302&pi
d=322267330792&queryId=4722263b1900f2349d83010be6bb
6a10&usePUB=true&_phsrc=qmg314&_phstart=successSource



Source Citation
Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives; Frankfort, Kentucky
Source Information
Ancestry.com. Kentucky, U.S., Death Records, 1852-1965 [database on-line]. Lehi, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations 
Inc, 2007.
Original data:
•Kentucky. Kentucky Birth, Marriage and Death Records – Microfilm (1852-1910). Microfilm rolls #994027-994058. 
Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives, Frankfort, Kentucky.
•Kentucky. Birth and Death Records: Covington, Lexington, Louisville, and Newport – Microfilm (before 1911). Microfilm 
rolls #7007125-7007131, 7011804-7011813, 7012974-7013570, 7015456-7015462. Kentucky Department for Libraries 
and Archives, Frankfort, Kentucky.
•Kentucky. Vital Statistics Original Death Certificates – Microfilm (1911-1964). Microfilm rolls #7016130-7041803. 
Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives, Frankfort, Kentucky.



George Wallace Macrae (does it say Geo.??) 
Birth: 24 Jun 1802Prince William County, Virginia, USA
Death: 6 Mar 1858 (aged 55)Kentucky, USA
Burial: Dade Family Cemetery Church Hill, Christian County, Kentucky, USA

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/131674216/george-wallace-macrae



•The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentucky)
•29 Mar 2006, Wed
•Page B7



Zook Family- Lives/Owns property where 
the cemetery is now. 



https://www.google.com/maps/@36.8455062,-
87.6037558,3a,15y,283.53h,92.4t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1spaG9
fmvmUUa0A7RP5wO_pQ!2e0!7i16384!8i8192

Dade Family Cemetery



Dooley’s daughter



•The Greenville News (Greenville, South Carolina)
•12 Aug 2004, Thu
•Page 30

•The Leaf-Chronicle (Clarksville, Tennessee)
•26 Jul 1982, Mon
•Page 7

•The Leaf-Chronicle (Clarksville, Tennessee)
•08 Nov 1983, Tue
•Page 7



•The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentucky)
•05 Jan 1990, Fri
•Page 7



Evidence of the connection 
between Lucien Dade and 
George Macrae in 1840 
Census for Prince William 
County Va. Living near 
Macrae.

https://www.findagrave.com/mem
orial/131669893/charles-lucien-
dade



1853 Will of 
Lucien Dade, 
father of Wm. 
A.G. Dade. 
Mentions William 
& Mary Wallace 
and William 
Macrae! 
Connecting the 
Macraes to the 
Dades. John 
Macrae was 
witness to the 
will. 

https://www.familysearch.org/
ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9P32-
9B32?i=75&cc=1875188&cat=1
31620



https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/tree/174179302/family/familyview?cfpid=322262557245
&fpid=322267330783&usePUBJs=true



https://www.ancestry.co
m/family-
tree/tree/20834042/fa
mily/familyview?cfpid=9
95042363&dtid=100



Bailey Washington Macrae Senior
1801–1869
BIRTH 1801 • Virginia
DEATH ABT 1869 • Tennessee, USA

If this is the right family, then this is George’s brother

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/174179302/person/322264930806/facts



Bailey Washington Macrae Jr
1830–1903
BIRTH 17 DECEMBER 1830 • Virginia, USA
DEATH 28 JUNE 1903 • Clarksville TN

George’s brother’s son.

https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/174179302/person/322262562630/facts


