
The mission of the Florida Supreme Court Historical Society is to preserve our state's 
judicial history and educate the public about the critically important work of the 

courts.  For more information, please visit our website at:  www.flcourthistory.org

Florida Supreme Court Historical Society

2012 Annual Dinner

Christian D. Searcy, President
Henry M. Coxe, III, First Vice President
Miles A. McGrane, III, Second Vice President
Linda F. Wells, Secretary
Ruth McDonald, Treasurer
Bruce B. Blackwell
Howard C. Coker
W. Dexter Douglass

Alan G. Greer
Justice Stephen H. Grimes
Benjamin H. Hill, III
Rutledge R. Liles
Edith G. Osman 
Herman J. Russomanno
George E. Shultz, Jr.

 - Executive Committee - 



“Justice David Baker of the Iowa Supreme Court was dumped in 2010 by 
voters incensed about the court's controversial opinion permitting same-sex 
marriage, who responded to an ouster drive funded heavily by out-of-state 
groups.

Almost a year later former Justice Baker has received a national tribute in a 
Huffington Post column by Andrea Lyon, who teaches law at DePaul 
University. Justice Baker participated in a symposium there on judicial 
independence, cosponsored by the National Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers. Here is the heart of Lyon's tribute:

“What was amazing during this conference … was hearing from Justice 
Baker, hearing his view of what had happened to him and his colleagues, 
and hearing the intelligence, humility, humanity and intellectual acumen 

with which he dissected the cause of the vote, and the ominous effects it may have going forward.”

In continuing to applaud Justice Baker, Lyon put the Iowa retention election in context by quoting JAS 
Executive Director Bert Brandenburg, another participant in the conference:

“Where there might have been outrage, there was measured sorrow and concern. Where there 
might have been self-pity, there was a call to arms for those concerned about what Mr. 
Brandenburg aptly termed 'the most important political issue almost no one has heard of.' Where 
there might have been some measure of self-promotion, there was only concern about the courts, 
and fairness and justice. Justice Baker demonstrated one thing very clearly; he is just the sort of 
person who should be on the bench.” --

The Gavel Grab (www.gavelgrab.org)
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